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Cover Photo 
 

Pileated Woodpecker on a hickory stump shot from my kitchen window.  
 

Pileated Woodpecker Call 
 

Hard at work! 

Announcements & Tid Bits 

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/pileated-woodpecker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNVGPmo1xuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNni2QLdLJo


4 

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 8, Issue 01 January 2021 

The WASH 

 

International Rep’s Rant!! 
 

This will be short and sweet so I don’t bore you to death.  It is Kevi and my   
sincere hope that all of you are in great health and you’re ready to get 
your schedule set for all of the fun things we are planning for 2021. 
 
Your input is needed to finalize our 2021 schedule.  If you have a campout 
or a location you think would be a great place to hold an event, please let 
your Provincial or State Rep know so maybe we can put it on the calendar. 
 
My hope is that our club’s schedule will be complete and posted in your 
February newsletter.  So please, as I and Dick Burnam have always said 
this is your club.  Please voice your opinions your suggestions or whatev-
er. It only makes us better. 
 
Thank you!  Next year will be better!   
 
           Kevin and Kevi 
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Jul 29-Aug 01, North Cascades Campout - Loup Loup Pass, Hwy 20, WA  
Location: Loup Loup Campground (Map), Register upon arrival. 

Dennis Parsley: dparsley63@gmail.com    

May 28-30, Washington Alpine Campout - Alpine RV Park (Bikes Only) 
60751 Hwy 20, Marblemount, WA (Map), Duane Wood, 360-766-6603 

Apr 24-25, Spring Banquet @ Michael Jay’s Restaurant, Connell WA 
Kevin Besel, email: kbesel52@gmail.com   

Jun 12-14, Idaho State Rally - KOA @ Kamiah, ID (Map)  Please reserve early! 

Larry Phelps, email: spanky51@cableone.net  

Jun 24-26, Washington State Rally - Hidden Village RV, Lynden WA 
David Fitzgerald, email: route66@outlook.com 

Sep 4-7, Oregon State Rally - Tygh Valley, Wasco County Fairgrounds 
81849 Fairgrounds Rd,  Ben Altman, email: ben.altman47@gmail.com  

Sep 25-26, Season Finale, Location TBD 

Preliminary Listings and Dates 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/48%C2%B023'48.3%22N+119%C2%B054'04.8%22W/@48.3967585,-119.9035277,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d48.396755!4d-119.901339
mailto:dparsley63@gmail.com
48.550728%20%20-121.423161
mailto:kbesel52@gmail.com
https://koa.com/campgrounds/kamiah/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kamiah+%2F+Clearwater+River+KOA+Journey/@46.2126517,-116.0247597,14.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x54a08590f310f481:0xd385537cb7c59dc0!8m2!3d46.2126586!4d-116.0043058
mailto:spanky51@cableone.net
mailto:route66@outlook.com
mailto:ben.altman47@gmail.com
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Part 1 
 

Most of us are aware of the "Hurt Report"--that fed-
erally-funded motorcycle accident study that we've 
been referring to for the past 27 years. The official 
government title is so long and convoluted we just 
name it after Hugh "Harry" Hurt, the lead research-
er. One of the big conclusions of the Hurt Report 
was that car drivers who crashed into motorcyclists 
often reported "I didn't see the motorcycle." Ever 
since then, we've been concerned about how to get 
noticed in traffic, a subject we usually call 
"conspicuity." 

Well, have you heard of the "Olson Report"? It's another federally-funded research project on motor-
cycle conspicuity that was released way back in 1979. The actual title of the report is "Development 
and Testing of Techniques for Increasing the Conspicuity of Motorcycles and Motorcycle Drivers". 
The research was done by P.L. Olson, R. Halstead-Nusslock, and M. Sivak, at the Highway Safety Re-
search Institute, University of Michigan. Let's just call it the "Olson Report." The intrepid researchers 
wanted to find out what helped drivers see motorcyclists. They developed some theories, then talked 
some optimistic motorcyclists into challenging real urban traffic on bikes to scientifically "field test" 
the theories. Amazingly, there was only one crash. 

Conclusions 

I suppose you want the conclusions of the Olson Report up front. OK, wearing a bright colored jacket, 
especially yellow-green, is very effective. For daytime riding, having the headlight on seems to help. A 
modulating headlight works even better. For nighttime riding, the combination of running lights and 
retro-reflective clothing seemed to be important, because running lights are visible in situations 
when car lights aren't reflecting off your riding gear. 

For whatever reasons, having a bright colored fairing is not as effective as wearing a bright colored 
jacket. And some colors are less than helpful. For instance, a bright orange fairing is less conspicuous 
than a naked bike. Be aware that there are no simple answers to being conspicuous. There are too 
many variables to provide one simple solution for all motorcyclists in all situations. 

 

Getting Noticed in Traffic 
By David L. Hough  
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Fortunately the Olson Report includes a comprehensive explanation of how motorists "see" other 
vehicles, and we can use that information to help refine our own conspicuity tactics. I'll do my best to 
explain some visual concepts without all the techno-wacky. If you want to read the whole report, you 
can find it at http://hdl.handle.net/2027.42/487, scroll to 43121.0001.001.pdf. 

Foveal vs. Peripheral Vision 

According to Olson, "seeing" is a complex process of monitoring the scene in a relatively fuzzy way 
with our peripheral vision, and then focusing on whatever details attract our attention. We do this so 
automatically that we don't realize how complex it is. The center of vision, the "Fovea", is the only 
part of the eye that sees in sharp detail. The Fovea is only about 1 to 2 degrees outward from the 
center. The rest of the field of view is called "peripheral." The farther out from the Fovea, the less 
detail can be observed. 

If peripheral vision notices anything of interest, then the fovea is triggered to focus on it. As you're 
reading this, you are focusing your fovea on the details of just one or two words on the page, scan-
ning the line in a sequence of quick glances. 

Seeing = Focusing On the Details 

What's that got to do with motorcy-
cles? you might wonder. Well, a mo-
torcycle will appear as just a blur in 
a driver's peripheral vision. In order 
to "see" (comprehend) a motorcycle 
in traffic, a driver must focus on the 
bike to determine what it is. If a 
blurred motorcycle in a driver's pe-
ripheral vision doesn't trigger any 
interest, then it just remains a blur 
of no consequence. 

Getting Noticed in Traffic... 

Most of what you see is a fuzzy blur in your peripheral vision. The only area 
where you can see details is where you are focusing at the moment—say the 
license plate of that van ahead.  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/487
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To make judgments about such things as 
speed and distance, a driver needs to take 
several successive glances, shared in se-
quence with all the other stuff being 
scanned by the peripheral vision. Let's say 
the driver is attracted to the license plate 
of the van ahead, then to the driver of an 
oncoming car, then to a car ahead of the 
van, back to the van's left brake light, 
then over to the bike's headlight, and so 
forth. The sequence of focused glances 
will be very complex as the driver 
attempts to take in the various details and 
remember them.  

When a driver is looking for other vehi-
cles, there are priorities. Large objects get 
a higher priority than smaller objects. Let's 
say a driver waiting to turn left notices an 
oncoming truck. The truck will probably 
get visual priority just because it's bigger. 
So, she glances at the truck several times, 
and makes some judgments about speed, 
direction, and distance. If a bike ahead of 
the truck doesn't attract attention, it just 
gets ignored. You can understand how a 
driver might decide to make a quick left 
turn in front of the truck without "seeing" 
the bike. 

If there are only one or two vehicles in 
the scene, the bike might get second pri-
ority; in which case the driver might 
glance at the truck, then glance at the 
bike, back to the truck, and maybe back 
to the bike. 

Getting Noticed in Traffic... 

The sequence of focused glances can be very rapid and complex as a 
driver attempts to take in the various details and remember them.  

Since larger vehicles get a higher attention priority, a driver might 
focus on an oncoming truck and completely ignore a motorcycle. 
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But if there are lots of other vehicles in the scene, and the bike and rider are not attention-grabbing, 
the driver is too busy focusing on the higher priority (larger, brighter, more contrasting or fast ap-
proaching) vehicles to "see" the motorcycle. 

Riding Gear 

Your first tactic to make it more likely a driver will "see" you is to 
wear a bright-colored riding jacket, preferably yellowish-green. 
According to the Olson Report, there is more value in wearing a 
bright colored jacket than having the fairing a bright color. And 
bright green seemed to attract attention most reliably. More re-
cent studies from other countries have indicated an advantage to 
wearing a white helmet. Bright light blue and yellow are also col-
ors that attract attention. Due to characteristics of the human eye, 
red and orange are even less conspicuous than other colors. Black, 
brown, and dark blue are like camouflage in dim light situations. 
For riding at night, the report showed considerable benefit in hav-
ing retro-reflective panels in the riding jacket. 

Several garment manufacturers have come out with "conspicuity" 
riding gear. For instance, Aerostich has a "high visibility" garment 
material that is very bright. Andy Goldfine, head honcho at 
Aerostich notes: "Hi Viz Lime Yellow 'jumps out' on a primal level because it is not naturally occur-
ring, and because the human eye is most sensitive to light in this part of the spectrum. (The eye is 
least receptive to red & black)..." The piercing Hi-Viz Lime Yellow carries plenty of visual 'punch' even 
under incandescent and low-light conditions." 

 

 

 

to be continued next month... 

Getting Noticed in Traffic... 
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UMCI Representatives  

David Fitzgerald, Editor 

UmciNewsWash@gmail.com  

Monthly Breakfast Schedules 

Columbia Basin Area, 2nd Sun. 
Inland Northwest Area, 1st Sat. 
Okanogan Area, 1st Sat. 
Seattle/Puget Sound, 2nd Sat. 
Sedro Woolley Area, 1st Sat. 

9:00am, Bob’s Restaurant, 1807 E. Kittlestone, Moses Lake  
8:30am, Denny’s Restaurant, 6 N Pines Rd, Spokane 
8:30am, George Penner @ 509-485-1922, Call for current location  
8:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 132 - 128th St. SW @ I-5, Everett  
9:00am, Bonnie Joe’s (Hometown Café), 818 Metcalf St, Sedro Woolley   

509-531-1942 
509-531-1942 
509-238-4677 
509-238-2341 
509-485-1922 
206-300-5034  
360-766-6603 

Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Charlie Crane, Spokane, WA  
John Fast, Spokane, WA 
George & Willie Penner, Okanogan, WA 
David Fitzgerald, Kirkland, WA - Temp 
Duane Wood, Bow, WA 

International Representative 
WA State & Columbia Basin Rep 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (1) 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (2) 
Okanogan Area Rep & Treasure 
Seattle/Puget Sound Area Rep 
Sedro Woolley Area Rep 

Freedom, Friendship, Food & Fun 
Our Only Business 
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