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Cover Photo 
 

Grays Harbor Lighthouse, at Westport WA. 
The tallest lighthouse in the state at 107ft. 

Announcements & Tid Bits 

Seattle Area Lunch Rides 

Share your motorcycle events or experiences with fellow motorcyclists.  We’re 
anxious to hear about your activity.  Talk about it, post your story in the WASH. 
Just submit your comments to the WASH Editor by the 20th.  It’s that Easy! 

Email:  UmciNewsWash@gmail.com    
 

If it’s not in the WASH, did it really happen? 

WANTED - True or False 

REMEMBER 
  

The Coronavirus is down, but not out! 
It’s still important to be safe at all times! 

https://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=117
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t7ch54wxa3h9p21/Seattle%20Lunch%20Rides%202020.pdf?dl=0
mailto:UmciNewsWash@gmail.com
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Hi everyone! I hope that this note finds all of you in good health and in God’s good spirits. Wow, what 
a changing world that we live in. The Corona virus has turned our world upside down for sure. I would 
imagine that all of you see that in your day to day lives.  

I know that it is possible in small groups to ride and social distance and I hope that you are doing that. 
The county that I work in Franklin, has not gone to stage 2, yet very hard to do anything. My opinion 
is that some of the counties that have moved to stage 2 are too early and they are seeing large spikes 
in cases and even deaths.  

We did not have our breakfast meeting at Bob’s this Sunday, because when I called, the lady didn’t 
sound like they were ready.  They’d just opened up last week and were very busy trying to keep social 
distancing a reality.  

I will call later to see if we are good to go for a July meeting. I sure hope so, I don’t miss the ride as 
much as I miss the people. It seems like if you plan to do something, and someone is not open, it can 
be frustrating for sure. I hope that we can beat this Covid.  

I know it was a disappointment for sure that the Idaho, Washington and the International Rally were 
cancelled. The decisions behind the scenes were mainly focused on safety concerns.  First, for our 
members and secondly for vendors needed to support the rally. It doesn’t sound like things have pro-
gressed to a point where it would be safe to hold any of those rallies given today’s status.  

My worry as the International and Washington State rep, is what the long term impacts will be on 
UMCI as a whole.  

1. Do we as a group see our Club eventually just dissolving?  

2. Or do we see our club regrouping and becoming even stronger than we were?  



5 

International Rep, continued ... 

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 7, Issue 07 July 2020 

The WASH 

Those two questions are on my mind daily and that is why I’m including my e-mail address and hope 
that you will contact me and give me an honest answer to those two questions. Also, offer some sug-
gestions on how to make us stronger than before ,if that is the direction you want us to go.  

I have said it once and I’ll say it again, this is your club!  You need to comment so we can guide the 
club in the direction that you would like to see. The Reps are your sounding board and we can’t react 
if we don’t know what to react to.  

Please provide your input so the State and Provincial Reps and I can respond to your wishes. I espe-
cially would like to hear for the Canadian Provincial Reps.  I feel like when Dan retired, I let you down 
and didn’t stay on top of your needs. I am here to listen and try to make things better as a whole, and 
Canada members are a big part of the whole.  

Try to ride as much as you can and we’ll soon (I hope) be back to somewhat normal. I hope that all of 
you will stay safe and keep in mind that even though the powers say the risk is diminished, I for one 
am skeptical, so be safe.  

Kevin and Kevi Besel  

Email: kbesel52@gmail.com  

If you would like to talk my number is on the last page!!! 

mailto:kbesel52@gmail.com
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Wow!! After what seems like several months of not being able to get together because of the pan-
demic, we were finally able to meet again. Denny's on Sprague and Pines in Spokane was open once 
again although under slightly different conditions. They kept us separated to some degree and the 
staff were wearing masks. Not required of us because after all, we did intend on doing what we do 
best. That's eating and visiting.  
  
We were happy to welcome long time member NancyJane Tucker back to our fold. She's home again 
from sunny Arizona. She and her husband Cal have been UMCI members for as long as I can remem-
ber. Cal is gone now and certainly missed.  
  
Much discussion about the few events still  on the calendar. Joyce talked about the upcoming food 
bank run to Kettle Falls. I told the group of the challenges Spokanimal is having putting the Riding 
With Rover on. It's still scheduled for July 11. That is mine and Barb's 50th anniversary so we'll be 
somewhere celebrating but we're just not real sure yet. We all have to be flexible in today's condi-
tions. We also discussed the end of the year campout at Douglas. It's still on the schedule. You'll find 
that information in the issue you're reading right now. Thank you Jan and Gordon for your efforts 
putting this fine event together. 
  
The meeting drew to a close, Dave held the tickets out for NancyJane to draw the winning number. 
John's number was read. He was the lucky winner only one number off from NancyJane drawing her 
own ticket. She escaped the razzing she'd have received had that happened. 
  
We parted company. Those who were riding headed for Thompson Falls Montana. Thank you John for 
the photos from the ride. Here's a few photos from our first breakfast meeting in too long. It's great 
to be returning to a bit of normalcy.  Ride on!! 
 
    -Tom Wells 
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2020 - Events On The Horizon 
Washington, Idaho & Oregon 

Jul 20-23, UMCI International @ Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Prairie Oasis Campground, See Registration info herein. 

Please Register Early 

Aug 7-9, North Cascades Campout @ Twisp, WA (W. Fork Rd.) 
Loup Loup Campground (Map), Register upon arrival.  
Dennis Parsley, email: dparsley63@gmail.com  

Sep 10-12, Season Finale@ Douglas RV Park, Douglas WA  (See Flyer) 

Gordon & Jan Dale, email: flhrdr17@gmail.com   (Online Information) 
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Apr 25-26, Spring Banquet @ Michael Jay’s Restaurant, Connell WA  
Kevin Besel, 509-531-1942, kbesel52@gmail.com, See Registration      

Jun 25-27, Washington State Rally, Hidden Village RV, Lynden, WA 
Irene Blanes, 206-914-2147, ireneblanes@outlook.com, See Registration   

 Please Register Early 

Jun 12-14, Idaho State Rally, Lewis - Clark Resort, Kamiah, ID 
Lonnie Holloway, 208-841-0395, lonzo@rocketmail.com, See Registration  

Aug TBD, Coos Bay Campout @ Coos County Fair Grounds 
Myrtle Point, OR Chris Williams, 541-404-5286 

Sep 4-7, Oregon State Rally @ Tygh Valley, Wasco County Fair Grounds 

Ben Altman, 541-993-9015, email: ben.altman47@gmail.com  
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https://earth.google.com/web/@50.4109679,-105.5096567,569.27996561a,644.03178833d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CmAaXhJYCiUweDUzMWJkZGM2ZjVjMzM0NWY6MHhkYjAyZTU3YTg3MGU4MTdiGVcanZiaNElAIfyrIjeeYFrAKh1QcmFpcmllIE9hc2lzIFRvdXJpc3QgQ29tcGxleBgCIAEoAg
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen/recarea/?recid=59317
https://earth.google.com/web/@48.395953,-119.903078,1249.00793806a,673.26353387d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CjoaOBIyCgAZZeCAlq4ySEAhLO-qB8z5XcAqHDQ4wrAyMyc0NS40Ik4gMTE5wrA1NCcxMS4xIlcYAiABKAI
mailto:dparsley63@gmail.com
https://earth.google.com/web/@47.6213333,-120.0039167,724.06373008a,684.30903841d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CjoaOBIyCgAZiuHqAIjPR0AhDkbsE0AAXsAqHDQ3wrAzNycxNi44Ik4gMTIwwrAwMCcxNC4xIlcYAiABKAI
mailto:flhrdr17@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfz1653im40zyv8/Douglas%20RV%20Season%20Finale%202020-05.pdf?dl=0
mailto:kbesel52@gmail.com
https://earth.google.com/web/@48.8983333,-122.4833056,23.03500588a,666.04038892d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CjoaOBIyCgAZVdy4xfxySEAh0y6mme6eXsAqHDQ4wrA1Myc1NC4wIk4gMTIywrAyOCc1OS45IlcYAiABKAI
mailto:ireneblanes@outlook.com
https://earth.google.com/web/@46.2125235,-116.0047004,369.60623016a,704.11609288d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CnMacRJrCiUweDU0YTA2MmIwNDVmZTBiOWQ6MHgxOTRiY2Y0ZmVlZDc0MDFhGdMQVfgzG0dAIcwR6AJNAF3AKjBMZXdpcyBDbGFyayBNb3RlbCBhdCBLYW1pYWggQ2xlYXJ3YXRlciBSaXZlciBLT0EYAiA
mailto:lonzo@rocketmail.com
mailto:ben.altman47@gmail.com
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Photos Courtesy of 

John Fast 

Gas stop at Sandpoint 

Stop at Minnie's Restaurant 
in Thompson Falls  

Thompson Falls 
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Motorcycle Riders Foundation  
 

Todd Riba and Cindy Hodges here.  We're your Member Representatives on the MRF Board of Direc-
tors.  Today, we're reaching out to you in a way we've never done.  Times are tough and a lot of never
-before-seen things are happening. 

First off, we want to thank you for being a member of the MRF.  Along with our partners in states mo-
torcyclist rights organizations around the country, the MRF has protected your rights as a biker for 
many years and will continue to do so.  We know you didn't have to join, and we know you did so be-
cause you understand how important the MRF is to motorcycling. 

Like a lot of non-profits, MRF is facing a very tough financial challenge this year.  A large part of our 
funding comes in the form of donations from state motorcyclists' rights organizations like 
ABATE.  Many of those organizations are cancelling their 2020 fundraisers due to Covid-19, and will 
be making much smaller donations to MRF this year, if they can afford to make a donation at all. 

To get through this, MRF is asking each of its current embers to sign up at least one new member be-
fore the Meeting of the Minds in September. 

We understand that you might be feeling like you've already done enough by joining the MRF.  In nor-
mal times, we couldn't agree more.  MRF has always operated on a tight budget, and your member-
ship dues have played a huge role in keeping our doors open, thereby protecting your rights in Wash-
ington, D.C.  We very much appreciated that support, and do not take it for granted.  That's why-
unlike many organizations-MRF has never made a habit of constantly going to its membership asking 
for more. 

But these aren't normal times. 

We're pretty sure that each of you has riding friends who are not MRF members.  We are asking you 
to talk to those friends, and explain just how important MRF is to the future of motorcycling.  Let 
them know how MRF has been working to protect the rights of bikers for more that 30 years, and 
that we need them now. 

We are so fortunate to live in a country where we can take an active role in who gets elected and 
which laws are passed, and where we can make a real difference in protecting the freedom we cher-
ish.  Maybe that sounds like a commercial, but we both believe it with all our hearts. 

Please let your riding friends know that the MRF needs their support now.  Please ask them to click on 
the link below and join  up.  It's only $35.00 a year, or $95.00 for three years.  I'm sure we all know 
that would be money well spent. 

 

https://mrf.org/join-the-mrf/  

Yours in Freedom, 

Todd & Cindy your MRF Member Reps Submitted by  Tom Wells 

http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Wwfz1dFj8WkBmN9EQLRKHZ2nxusCUOdEcjad1lp86qKoiRJGtzVoVBEYTUO2fuXrTm1i3vPMSUww3kRLNquiOhclmUMUnGI0z3Fda%2fmvn8c%3d
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Regardless of an individual’s position on fire-
arms, the simple fact of the matter is that mo-
torcycle ownership and gun ownership often 
go hand in hand. 

There are millions of peaceable, law-abiding, 
motorcyclists who own firearms for a wide va-
riety of reasons, typically personal protection 
or for the simple enjoyment of target shooting 
or hunting. You’ve probably heard it a million 
times and argued for or against it in several 
different ways, but the right to keep and bear 
arms is guaranteed under the Second Amend-
ment to the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution. 

But that right to bear is not absolute, and exercising it properly has a lot in common with riding your 
favorite two-wheeler on public roads. Simply put, enjoying either freedom requires tremendous disci-
pline in order to avoid running afoul of local laws. Ignorance of a specific law is no excuse, and that 
includes laws governing a person’s right to carry, or even transport, a firearm on a motorcycle. Riding 
with a gun is easy to do and nothing to be afraid of, but it is the responsibility of any motorcyclist to 
ensure that he or she transports any firearm in a manner that is compliant with the laws governing 
their route. 

Knowing what is allowable, and what 
is required, under federal, state and 
local laws can mean the difference 
between being able to exercise a 
right and possibly losing it for good. 
Get it right, and there is really noth-
ing to fear. Get it wrong and you 
could face fines, arrest, court appear-
ances, or even incarceration…. A loss 
of mucho dinero – or worse – no 
matter how you slice it.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCkvvBm3320&feature=youtu.be
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includes laws governing a person’s right to carry, 
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Please note our wording from above: “a person’s right to carry, or even transport…”, we worded it 
that way because those two terms refer to distinctly different acts in the legal context of firearms. 
“Carrying” a firearm is the act of having a ready to use firearm on your person or easily accessible on/
in your vehicle. However, “transporting” is simply the act of moving personal firearm(s) from one 
place to another. In the eyes of the law “carrying” is a much more serious and complex issue. 

Frankly, we wanted to know the ins and outs ourselves, because several Motorcycle.com staffers are 
avid shooters who naturally also happen to spend a lot of time on motorcycles. It is logical to assume 
that we aren’t alone, so transporting a firearm on a motorcycle without a concealed carry permit is a 
subject of great interest to us. Thus, we did some digging and found workable solutions for most situ-
ations. 

That said, it is important to note that we are not dispensing legal advice here, and neither we nor our 
parent company should be considered liable for any legal hassles that arise from following the sug-
gestions contained herein. Anyone considering the transportation of a firearm while riding a motor-
cycle should contact their local law enforcement agencies or check with an attorney to clarify the le-
gal requirements in their locales. In the end, it is your responsibility to know and obey the specific 
laws governing your ride route(s). 

After enduring California’s mandatory 
10-day waiting period, Sean rode to his 
favorite local gun shop to retrieve our 
loaned Springfield test pistol.  
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For this investigation, Motorcycle.com began with the support of Springfield Armory and the loan of 
a brand new Springfield XD Essentials 9mm pistol. As with most of his personal firearms, our Editorial 
Director, Sean Alexander, chose the XD-9 for the primary purpose of target shooting, although its 4-
inch barrel does offer a nice compromise between compactness and providing sufficient velocity for 
the 9mm cartridge to do its most effective work in a self-defense situation. Frankly, a tiny “carry” pis-
tol wasn’t something in which we were interested, since none of us currently possess a CCW permit 
in our home state of California. 

At the range the relatively inexpensive XD proved surprisingly nice to shoot with a natural pointing 
ability and smooth cycling from shot to shot.  It was also extremely accurate for a sub-$500 produc-
tion pistol straight out of the box and it reliably fed and fired several different types of ball target and 
hollow-point defense ammunition ranging from 115 – 147 grains.  It’s an impressive piece, especially 
considering its $459.99 price point at our local gun store. 

Assuming that a firearm owner is in good 
legal standing to transport a firearm for law-
ful purposes but does not possess a con-
cealed carry permit for their state or county, 
transporting a firearm on a motorcycle can 
be done, but we’ve found that it must be 
done a certain way in most states if you 
want to avoid being hassled by the man. 

In some states, the process is surprisingly 
easy. Currently, a number of states are clas-
sified as “unrestricted,” meaning that any 
person in good legal standing can open carry 
or even concealed carry the firearm during 
transport, with no permit required whatso-
ever. These states include Alaska, Arizona, 
Idaho (effective July 1, 2016), Kansas, 
Maine, Vermont, West Virginia (effective June 5, 2016) and Wyoming. For the rest of the United 
States, concealed carry and open carry are subject to restrictions either by the state as a whole or 
even from city to city or county to county within a state. The waters are especially murky if you live in 
New York or Maryland, where the Big Apple itself prohibits possession of any firearm while traveling 
within the city limits unless you have a state-issued permit. Likewise, Washington D.C. has restrictive 
possession and carry laws. 

We chose Springfield Armory’s XD-9 Essentials pistol for our fea-
ture. This affordable 9mm semi-automatic is a popular choice 
among firearms enthusiasts.  
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Our recommendation? Know 
the requirements of these are-
as before you make the deci-
sion to ride a motorcycle with a 
gun in your possession, or just 
avoid these parts of the coun-
try altogether. If you do get 
stopped in one of these restric-
tive areas, it is best to make it 
clear from the get-go that you 
are just passing through, and 
that may not fly at all if you 
happen to be pulled over on a 
surface street in downtown 
Manhattan or Washington D.C.. 

The good news is that federal 
law recognizes the right of any 
law-abiding citizen to transport 
a firearm from point to point 
for lawful purposes as long as certain conditions are met. Title 18 Section 926(a) The Peaceable Jour-
ney Act, under Part 1, Chapter 44, of the federal code provides that: 

“Notwithstanding any other provision of any law or any rule or regulation of a State or any political 
subdivision thereof, any person who is not otherwise prohibited by this chapter from transporting, 
shipping, or receiving a firearm shall be entitled to transport a firearm for any lawful purpose from 
any place where he may lawfully possess and carry such firearm to any other place where he may 
lawfully possess and carry such firearm if, during such transportation, the firearm is unloaded, and 
neither the firearm nor any ammunition being transported is readily accessible or is directly accessi-
ble from the passenger compartment of such transporting vehicle: Provided, that in the case of a ve-
hicle without a compartment separate from the driver’s compartment the firearm or ammunition 
shall be contained in a locked container other than the glove compartment or console.” 

That’s comforting, except that what constitutes “lawful transport” may vary from state to state, and 
being stopped by law enforcement and found to be in possession of a firearm in places with more 
stringent gun regulations, such as New York, Washington D.C., Illinois or California, may create has-
sles you never dreamed of. For instance, California, Colorado,  

If you’re a motorcyclist who has made the decision to purchase a firearm, your 
responsibilities are just beginning. After taking delivery, the first thing you need 
to think about is how to transport your new purchase without running afoul of 
the law should you be stopped by police.  
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Connecticut, Hawaii (on handguns only), Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New York also 
have laws that restrict magazine capacity on semi-automatic firearms — usually to 10 rounds — and 
it is a major violation for anyone to import magazines able to accept more rounds than are allowed in 
those states.  
 
So, as you can see, lawfully trans-
porting a firearm requires some 
careful research, but does that 
mean you shouldn’t do it? That’s 
really your decision to make, but 
we would. We’re also confident 
that our method of transportation 
will survive legal scrutiny. 
First and foremost, most states re-
quire that any firearm transported 
–for lawful purposes from one 
place where it is legal to possess it 
to another place where it is legal to 
possess it– be unloaded. That’s 
common sense but it’s also just the 
tip of the iceberg. 
It is important to note that slipping 
an unloaded firearm into your jack-
et pocket and heading out on the 
highway is an invitation to trouble, 
since that constitutes a “carry” situation and most states require a permit if you want to “carry” con-
cealed (out of sight). While it is true that carry permit reciprocity between states has increased over 
the past few years, if you plan to carry a concealed firearm in a restricted state you need to be abso-
lutely certain that where you are going recognizes the permit issued by your home state. Otherwise, 
things could quickly turn criminally ugly. 
 
But if you don’t have a specific permit, the smartest way to avoid a “carry” hassle is simply to follow 
the rules of the Peaceable Journey Act by keeping your firearm stored in a locked container out of 
your immediate reach during transport. For motorcyclists, that means transporting the firearm in a 
locked container within a saddlebag or backpack whenever possible, and keeping any ammunition in 
a separate locked container, like the other saddlebag, or a separate locked box.  

For motorcyclists, transporting a firearm “out of reach” means placing the 
firearm into a locked gun case and then placing that case inside a saddlebag 
or backpack whenever possible. Keeping any ammunition inside the other 
locked saddlebag, or in a separate locked box within the backpack is a smart 
way to go.  
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What if you don’t have a locka-
ble case or a saddlebag in 
which to store your gun during 
“transport”? Even more pre-
cautions should be taken, such 
as rendering the firearm inop-
erable via the addition of a 
trigger lock, long padlock or a 
lockable cable that extends 
through the breech, the barrel 
or the magazine well of your 
gun. If you should be pulled 
over and are asked to present 
the firearm to a law enforce-
ment officer, the fact that you 
are transporting a firearm 
locked in this manner will act 
as a strong signal to the officer 
that your intention is not to 
commit a crime or violate any 
“carry” laws.  

The luxury of saddlebags means the author is able to place the locked pistol case 
into one bag, while placing the locked ammo box (green box in Scott’s left hand 
above) into the other saddle bag prior to transport.  

And how would an officer know that you have a 
firearm in your backpack or saddlebag? Simple: If 

stopped for any reason, you’re going to calmly and 
clearly declare it. Immediately.  

And how would an officer know that you have a firearm in your backpack or saddlebag? Simple: If 
stopped for any reason, you’re going to calmly and clearly declare it. Immediately. That in itself may 
sound like an invitation to search and seizure, and you might feel that such an admission right off the 
bat is somehow violating your right to privacy. If you want to set that kind of adversarial tone, more 
power to ya’, but you may already be in violation of the law if you keep your mouth shut because sev-
eral states — even some with unrestricted carry and transport laws — have enacted “Duty to Inform” 
statutes that make it incumbent on any person in possession of a firearm to inform the officer of that 
fact when they interact with law enforcement.  
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Alaska (Alaska Stat. Ann. §11.61.220), Arkansas (Ark Admin. Code 130.00.8-3-2(b), Delaware (Griffen 
v. State, 47 A.3d 487), Illinois (430 ILCS 66/10), Louisiana, Michigan (MCL 28.425f(3)), Nebraska (Neb. 
Rev. Stat. §69-2440), North Carolina (N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. §14-415.11), Ohio (Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 
§2923.16), Oklahoma (Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 21, §1290.8), South Carolina (§23-31-215) and Texas (must 
provide permit when asked for ID, §411.205) all have such statutes on the books, but even if you’re 
not sure whether the state you’re in has such a law, our suggestion is still to let the officer know that 
you are responsibly and lawfully transporting your firearm, and if he or she asks to see it, you should 
calmly and slowly tell them where it is and ask for their permission to get it out before you go reach-
ing for it. 

More than likely, doing so will put the officer’s mind at ease that your intent is to comply with the 
law and that you are willing to cooperate fully. That simple act will often go a long way toward help-
ing you if you are actually in violation of some obscure law or another minor offense such as speed-
ing. Granted, it’s no guarantee, but know it works because, on more than one occasion, some of our 
staffers (Sean) have been let off with a warning for such violations simply because they were forth-
right and cooperative about the fact that they were legally transporting a firearm. Don’t count on it, 
but it sure seems to help. 

If you are stopped and you 
calmly present an unloaded and 
inoperable firearm in a locked 
container and show any ammu-
nition is locked in a separate 
container, the officer may still 
insist on hassling you about it. If 
so, remain calm and by all 
means do not argue on the side 
of the road. However, it may 
also be possible that he or she 
simply isn’t certain about what 
is permissible when it comes to 
legal transport for lawful pur-
poses. That’s why we suggest 
keeping a printed copy of the 
Peaceable Journey Act, com-
plete with the title and section 
numbers, with you at all times.  

 

Don’t speed excessively or ride recklessly with a firearm… not getting stopped 
in the first place is a great way to avoid law enforcement interactions while 
transporting your gun.  
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After all, it is federal law, which ultimately supersedes state or local laws whether the officer wants 
to admit it or not. Having a copy on hand is no “get out of jail free” card, and your intention is not to 
argue with the police but simply to make it clear that you have done your homework on the issue. 

If you still don’t feel confident that you will avoid being “busted” even if you follow the aforemen-
tioned guidelines for legal “transport”, consider that virtually the same requirements are set forth in 
Canadian law. Our research of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police website revealed that what Cana-
da considers “non-restricted” firearms (basically any rifle or shotgun that does not feature automatic
-fire capability) must be unloaded during transportation, while restricted and prohibited firearms 
(namely revolvers and handguns) must be unloaded, affixed with a secure locking device such as a 
trigger lock, padlock or a lockable cable through the barrel or the magazine well and locked in a stur-
dy, non-transparent container. Canadian law even specifies that automatic firearms have their bolts 
or bolt carriers removed if they can be removed. Canada also requires that a citizen obtain an Au-
thorization to Transport, and the RCMP website even provides a contact phone number. 

 

A fast motor drive on the camera and some rapid fire by Sean made this muzzle blast photo possi-
ble…. after about 25 takes. Putting the ammo on an expense report made it all worthwhile.  



19 

Riding with a Gun, continued ... 

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 7, Issue 07 July 2020 

The WASH 

At the end of the day, transporting any legal firearm on your motorcycle for lawful purposes, such as 
when heading to the range, your favorite hunting spot or your local gunsmith, need not be a source 
of anxiety as long as you follow these guidelines:  

 

DO 

 Transport your firearm unloaded. 

 Do store your firearm in a locked container. 

 Do store ammunition in a separate, locked container. 

 Do transport firearms and ammunition as far away from easy reach as is practically possible for 
that vehicle (for a motorcycle that means a backpack or saddlebags). 

 Do enjoy shooting. Do enjoy riding… do NOT enjoy shooting while riding.  

 

DON’T 

 Don’t carry a loaded firearm unless you have a permit to do so. 

 Don’t carry a firearm inside your jacket or clothing unless you have a concealed carry permit or 
that particular state specifically allows it without a permit. 

 Don’t transport a firearm within easy reach. 

 Do not handle, show, or demonstrate the firearm outside of your garage, a firing range, or a 
gun shop.  

 Don’t speed excessively or ride recklessly with a firearm… not getting stopped in the first place 
is a great way to avoid law enforcement interactions while transporting your gun. 

 

While following this advice may not exempt you from being hassled by the man in the event you get 
pulled-over, properly locking and storing your firearm during lawful transportation will significantly 
reduce your chances of being locked up. 
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Concealed Carry 

A MO reader offers his first-hand experiences on legally “carrying” a concealed firearm while riding 

While researching this story, we figured there had to be a few Motorcycle.com readers who actually 
carry a concealed firearm while riding and who have obtained a permit to do so. Finding one was 
easy, as our recent point-counterpoint on firearms generated a fair amount of reader feedback. One 
of those readers was John Butrus of Dallas, Texas, a lawyer who also happens to moonlight as a pro-
fessional poker player. 

Butrus, 55, often rides his Kawasaki Concours 14 from state to state to play in poker tournaments, 
and he carries his firearm whenever and wherever he is legally allowed to do so. 

“I took up riding about five years ago, and mostly what I like to do is go on long trips,” Butrus said. “I 
cross state lines a lot, I go to national parks and state parks. And, obviously, when you ride you wind 
up in restaurants and bars. I go to sporting events.” 

Being a lawyer, Butrus did a lot of research into the legalities of carrying a firearm on his person 
when travelling on his motorcycle, although he stresses that he is not here to dispense legal advice; 
he is merely relating his own experiences, and his mindset, with regard to carrying a firearm. 

“I just wanted to make sure that I didn’t wind up somewhere where it is a big problem,” Butrus said. 
“Like, for example, if I took a gun and rode to New York or New Jersey, that could be a major prob-
lem if I got stopped.” 
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Part of the issue that permitted carry holders face is simply keeping up to date on all of the changes 
in the gun laws from state to state. Lately, the trend has been that states are becoming more permis-
sive when it comes to carrying a firearm. In Butrus’ home state of Texas, for example, the law was 
recently changed to allow persons with a valid concealed carry permit (CCW) to also open carry — in 
other words, carry a loaded firearm that is visible for all to see. Prior to January 1, the law required 
that CCW permit holders were required to keep their gun concealed at all times. That created some 
problems, according to Butrus. 

“For example, if you are riding somewhere and you kept your gun concealed in a tank bag, and you 
stopped for gas, you either had to leave the gun in your tank bag or figure out a way to carry it on 
your person. But if someone saw you holding the gun, then it is no longer concealed. Texas was also 
considering letting everyone open carry, but that’s just kind of ridiculous. So, they limited it only to 
people who qualify for the (CCW) license.” 

Like many of the gun laws themselves, CCW permit qualification requirements often differ from state 
to state. The vetting process usually involves a comprehensive application procedure that includes a 
thorough background check, personal interviews by law enforcement, fingerprinting and the appli-
cant’s ability to demonstrate that he or she can safely operate a firearm as well as use proper judg-
ment in a situation that could mean the difference between life and death. 

And some states are classified as “shall issue” while others are “may issue” when it comes to CCW 
permits. Currently, 41 states are “shall issue,” meaning that anyone who clears the vetting process in 
their state must be granted a CCW permit. Nine states — California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and Rhode Island — are “may issue,” which leaves 
discretion for issuing a CCW permit to state or local authorities, who will usually stipulate that an ap-
plicant be able to show “good cause” for carrying a concealed weapon. 

There appears to be no one-size-fits-all reason when it comes to being able to demonstrate good 
cause, and although this requirement has recently been challenged in the State of California, the ar-
gument that it is within one’s Constitutional rights to keep and bear arms simply does not qualify as 
good cause. And even if a person is issued a CCW permit in their home state, that does not mean 
that the permit is necessarily valid across state lines.  

“There are a ton of websites that tell people which states have reciprocity, and every state has differ-
ent requirements. And the thing is that if you would not qualify to carry in that state, you are not al-
lowed to carry in that state.  
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For example, if I ride into New Mexico, which I do all the time, New Mexico might have a provision 
that says that you cannot get a concealed carry permit if you are behind on child support — and I’m 
just being hypothetical here. I don’t know if that is the case. But if that were the case, and Texas does 
have reciprocity with New Mexico on concealed carry permits, and you get stopped in New Mexico 
and they find out that you are behind on child support, you are not eligible to carry in New Mexico. It 
is fairly complicated to figure out if you can carry concealed in another state with reciprocity. You 
really have to study their statutes to know whether you would qualify to carry in their state.”  

And there is even more to carefully consider 
when crossing state lines with a concealed 
firearm. After all, it stands to reason that 
most permit holders do so in the interest of 
self-defense, but it is also crucial that they 
have an understanding of what constitutes 
self-defense. 

“The law for use of deadly force varies,” But-
rus said. “Hopefully you would never get in-
to a situation where you might actually have 
to shoot someone, but you sure as hell want 
to make sure you are justified in doing it. I’ll 
give you a quick example in Texas: I don’t 
know why, but a couple years ago they 
changed the law so that if someone is cre-
ating mischief on your property you can 
shoot them. I think it was because prowlers 
were getting shot and then they wanted to 
hold the homeowner liable. But if you don’t know when you can use your gun, you could end up in 
major trouble.” 

Although admittedly never having been in that situation, Butrus has found that the law enforcement 
officers he has encountered have been very understanding when made aware that he has a con-
cealed carry permit and is carrying his firearm 

“One time I was on my way back from New Mexico, and I was just east of Lubbock [Texas],” Butrus 
said. “It was early in the morning and it was a wide open road, and I was just kind of enjoying the ride 
when I came over a hill. There was a sheriff on the left shoulder, and he pulled me over and said I 
was going 104 mph. 
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When I got my license out, he saw that I was carrying a concealed carry permit. Now, a lot of times I 
will just show them my permit anyway while I am giving them my driver’s license because that tells 
them you’re not a dangerous person and that you don’t have a criminal history. That will sometimes 
calm them down a little bit, and he ended up just letting me off with a warning. He never even asked 
me if I was carrying or not. 

“They know what the requirements are to get a permit — background checks, fingerprints to the FBI, 
no history of addiction, no felonies, no domestic violence,” Butrus added. “It’s really hard. But, they 
do keep statistics on crimes committed by permit holders, and it is like nothing other than traffic 
offenses. Literally nothing. So, if you’re a cop who is pulling a 55-year-old guy with a permit, he is 
probably not the guy who is going to be giving you a hard time.” 

Butrus said that he is always forthright about whether or not he is carrying his firearm when dealing 
with law enforcement. 

“I’ve been stopped a few times in my car, and I always show them my permit, which looks just like a 
driver’s license,” Butrus said. “If I have a gun, I tell them, and if I don’t have a gun, I tell them. If I do 
have one, I tell them where it is and then ask them how they want to proceed. If it is in my pocket, I 
want them to know that it’s there, or if it is in my glove compartment I want them to know that it is 
there so that if I open up either one they will not think that I am reaching for a gun. You have to be 
careful how you handle the situation.” 
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Season Finale @ Douglas General Store & RV Park 
September 10th - 12th, 2020 

1175 Hwy 2 SW, Waterville WA  
 

• Cost: $15 per tent, per night, Electricity included. Two bathrooms, with showers; no charge. 
• No registration: Please pay Gordon or Jan when you arrive. 
• We will have coffee in the mornings. Please bring your own cup and mess kit. 
• There will be Biker stew on Saturday. Please bring 1 can per person to donate to the pot. 
• There is a Group fire ring; wood provided. Nice lawn to camp and park on. Good cell service. 
• In Waterville there’s a general store, restaurant (Coyote Pass Café), (Pioneer Deli), bar, 
   gas station and Hotel.  
• Due to space, no RV's please at Douglas Store RV Park. Optionally, there’s RV space nearby 
   at the Waterville RV Park w/hook ups at 418 E 3rd St, Waterville, WA,  Tel: 509-745-8480  
 

For those of you that came last year, we thank you, and hope to see you again this year.  Please 
bring a friend. We had a great time. 
 

Any Questions? 
 

Gordon Dale: 509-423-3256,  Jan Dale: 206-953-4701 
 

Thank You! 

Photo Courtesy of Tom Wells & Petey 

https://goo.gl/maps/SbQ6aFPSJygAa4oQ8
https://www.ncwfair.org/rv-and-camping
https://goo.gl/maps/NFiuijjJ7gLGZyuu6
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1999 Honda Valkyrie 
31,300 Miles • Corbin Seat • Backrest • Windshield 

Saddlebags • Loud Horns • Lots of Chrome 
Has many miles left to go on it! 

$4500 

Contact: Gordon Dale, 509-423-3256   
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2012 Kawasaki Voyager 
California Sidecar Trike Conversion 

ABS Brakes • 6,600 Miles 
Asking $18,000     

Contact: Jan Ward @ 509-488-5862 
Leave message if no answer 

Othello, WA 
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2009 Starlight Cargo Trailer 
Cargo box 2½ x 4 (approx.) • LED Lights • Cooler 

Call: Vern Chance • 541-980-4011 • Leave Message   
The Dalles, Oregon  
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For Sale 
2004 Honda Goldwing Lehman Trike 

Fork Rake Kit • Running Boards • Air Deflector  
$17,000 

Jim Walker • 928-276-9165   
Yuma, Arizona 

New Price 

$16,500 
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For Sale 
2010 Harley-Davidson Trike 
9800 Miles • Asking $20,000 

Contact:  Jan Ward • 509-488-5862 
email: wardhj09@gmail.com  
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New Price 

$17,500 

mailto:wardhj09@gmail.com
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UMCI Representatives  

David Fitzgerald, Editor 

UmciNewsWash@gmail.com  

Monthly Breakfast Schedules 

Columbia Basin Area, 2nd Sun. 
Inland Northwest Area, 1st Sat. 
Okanogan Area, 1st Sat. 
Seattle/Puget Sound, 2nd Sat. 
Sedro Woolley Area, 1st Sat. 

9:00am, Bob’s Restaurant, 1807 E. Kittlestone, Moses Lake  
9:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 6 N Pines Rd, Spokane 
8:30am, Contact George Penner @ 509-485-1922, for current location  
8:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 132 - 128th St. SW @ I-5, Everett  
9:00am, Bonnie Joe’s (Hometown Café), 818 Metcalf St, Sedro Woolley   

509-531-1942 
509-531-1942 
509-238-4677 
509-238-2341 
509-485-1922 
206-914-2147  
360-766-6603 

Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Charlie Crane, Spokane, WA  
John Fast, Spokane, WA 
George & Willie Penner, Okanogan, WA 
Irene Blanes, Mountlake Terrace, WA 
Duane Wood, Bow, WA 

International Representative 
WA State & Columbia Basin Rep 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (1) 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (2) 
Okanogan Area Rep & Treasure 
Seattle/Puget Sound Area Rep 
Sedro Woolley Area Rep 

Freedom, Friendship, Food & Fun 
Our Only Business 
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