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Beach at Alki Point, Seattle 

Announcements & Tid Bits 

Sedro Woolley Breakfast 

The Sedro Woolley Area breakfast, on the 1st Saturday of the month, 9am, 
is now at Bonnie Joe’s, formerly the Hometown Café.  Yes, new name, but 
the same location, 818 Metcalf St in Sedro Woolley, of course. 

Sidecar Meet Up at DMC 
June 13th &14th, 2020 

 
DMC sidecars is hosting an open house. Everyone is welcome. Sidecar not required! 
A place to camp, food and bathrooms provided, but no showers.  Great riding! DMC 
will lead tour in area with some off road riding.   

 
Please RSVP so we can gauge quantity of food to have on hand.   

 
DMC Sidecars, 15616 Carbonado South Prairie Rd (map), Buckley, WA 

866-638-1793 

 Year of the Rat: Bike Show  
February 1st, 2020, 11am - 5pm 

Backfire Moto, 7701 Aurora Ave N (map), Seattle, WA 

https://goo.gl/maps/ZC13AFusdwcLhjhH6
http://spokanemotorcycleshow.com/
http://www.dmcsidecars.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/yVJ8ZeRjLLbxdkLQ9
https://www.facebook.com/events/backfire-motobar/year-of-the-rat-bike-show/2596718003707766/
http://www.backfiremoto.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/GYoqvkTEuTbfjkdZ8
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International Rep, Washington State Rep and Columbia Basin Rep Rant!! 

Man, there’s a lot going on in that page header.  I do it because I care about the club and I fear for its 
survival.  Joy sent an interesting article, Dwindle vs Demise”, which I hope David posted in this 
month’s newsletter!   

As I read Joy’s, comments, it seems the same is happening to all Provinces and States.  Our general 
population is getting older and still enjoy motorcycle riding I am sure, but it may look different than 
in years past.  They may not do 100 - 150 mile rides as often, but enjoy meeting for coffee or lunch. 

As the International Rep, I think all Canadian and US reps should ask our membership what changes  
would improve the club and suggestions on how to get there. 

Joy stated that all who stay in contact still go to events of their choosing and attend rides on their 
schedule.  I like especially what Joy said “We Aren’t quitting, but rather stepping back to enjoy the 
final chapters of our lives in other manners of our choosing”. 

I think her thoughts are sound.   I hope everyone reads her message and reflects how you personally 
want to help guide the direction of UMCI.  Like Joy said, we are not quitting, just going in a different 
direction with the friends we have made in UMCI. 

As for my other duties as the Washington State Rep, our most capable Rep in the Seattle area, Irene 
called me about a location for the Washington State rally.  Well, I’m going to look on the Eastside of 
the mountain for a spot, maybe Winthrop again?  I would like those members on the westside of the 
mountain to look.  I had a great time on the west side last year at Hidden Village, so guys and ladies if 
you have a spot that will work, lets work on it together. 

The Columbia basin group had a good breakfast meeting and set the date for our annual Chili cook 
off.  All are welcome to come.  If you want to participate in the competition, just make your favorite 
chili and bring with you.   Just think, you could take home the chili trophy, and remember it’s not the 
hottest chili contest lol!!! 

On a sadder note, we lost one of our long time members, Herb Ward, this December.  Herb had been 
a UMCI member way before my time and he believed in this group.  Herb was very proud of his coun-
try and all servicemen on or off duty.  He will be missed by all of us for sure.  Herb was a firm believer 
in wearing your patch and displaying the UMCI logo.  He would always tell me after a meeting, there 
sure aren’t very many wearing vests.  He was right!  I will miss his friendship and guidance for sure! 

I hope all of you are in the Lords good health. It’s so sad to lose someone but with Herb I know he’s 
at rest now and probably still riding.   

Enough said, making me sad. I hope you Ride lots, ride safe and most of all have a ton of fun!! 

    Kevin 
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Inland Northwest News 

Here we are in the future. At least had someone written a story that took place on January 4, 2020 not 
too long ago, it would have been futuristic to say the least. Most likely science fiction. And it wasn't 
too long ago we were reading dire warnings about Y2K. Now that's history. And we're as far away 
from 1990, which was just the other day, was it not, as we are from 2050. Which of course is still far 
into the future. But here we are, the UMCI is still the same group it's always been. Although we're age-
ing a bit. And we loose a few more members as time goes by. Our dear friend Herb Ward departed 
this earthly life this past December. I and others attended his services on December 27th, in Othello. 
We've made some very fine memories with this club over these many years and times like this bring us 
to cherish those memories even more. The clock keeps ticking. Always. 
  
So here it is, January 4th, 2020. The first Saturday of the month. Sunshine and 40 degrees. Windy, very 
windy. Quite spring like. Two people rode their bikes to breakfast this morning. Tracy and John. Four-
teen people were at Denny's on Sprague for the first meeting of the year. The usual chatter as we ate 
breakfast and shortly after 9:00 AM, Charlie rang the bell and called the meeting to order. Typical of 
this time of year there wasn't a lot of business, either new or old. Those who attended reported they 
had a really fine time at the tri-club Christmas party. Joyce reminded everyone of the upcoming spa-
ghetti feed to benefit a fellow rider who needs eye surgery. I told of attending Herb's services. Several 
said they hadn't got the word of his passing in time to attend. Something we need to work on? Atten-
tion to communication? Perhaps. The meeting wound down, was adjourned, and the 50/50 ticket was 
drawn by Irene. Mary Hill was the lucky winner this month. Not too much later, we all headed out in 
our separate directions, quite satisfied with the breakfast in our guts and the good companionship in 
our hearts. 
  
Keep smiling... Think spring... See ya next month! 
     
     -Tom Wells 
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DWINDLE VS DEMISE 
The Future (or not) of California UMCI 
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I once had a philodendron. It was the one and only live plant 
in my life for many years. It lived in the same pot, in the same 
dirt for its entire existence. The one and only stem was over 
15 feet long, which would sound fairly impressive were there 
any leaves along the length of that stem, but there were not. 
There were only a few undersized, anemic-looking leaves on 
the very end of that stem. I 
pondered it's future. 
 
At California's annual Christmas get together for 2019, the 
group present discussed the future of California UMCI. Our 
active membership numbers had been stable over the years since inception in 1987, with between 20 
to 30 potentially showing up for local events such as the Crab Feed in January to a BBQ in July and the 
Christmas party in December. The nucleus of the local group still meets for coffee on Wednesday and 
discusses plans for future events. Our newsletter editor, Linda Maire, has 
faithfully garnered information for our monthly calendar so the masses know where the 
majority is going for our Sunday breakfasts, and whatever other events might be on our 
agenda. The question before us now is, is this enough? 
 
Our riding membership has dwindled down to a half dozen at best, with some of those considering 
hanging it up. Many have joined the ranks of RV'ing, so camping and/or "glamping" are still on the ta-
ble. Others are kayaking. Some have morphed into attending live theatre or playing Mahjong and oth-

er games. Several have branched out into fraternal organizations. 
Some are involved in parts or all of the above. Some may chose to 
do nothing. We have changed. We will continue to change. 
 
I asked my mother what I should do about that philodendron.  
Should I re-pot it and hope something new would sprout along the 
way, or should I cut it off and put the stem in water and see if it 
would make roots and grow anew? My mother suggested there 
comes a time when all things should be allowed to die with dignity. I 
threw out the philodendron. 
 

                                                                                                                                                        Continued . . . 
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I don't think we are ready to throw out California UMCI. In trying to write this article, I went 
back and read our membership requirements, which state: 
 

Members are motorcycle enthusiasts who have attained their 40th birthday. They are 
riders or people with a common interest in motorcycles. There are no established annual 
dues or fees for membership. The Club is basically a friendship Club. Visits are made 
between members, personal friendships are made and events are planned. Club activities are as 
many and varied as are the members themselves. Activities range from local "get-togethers" to Ar-
ea, State/Provincial, and International events. 
 

FREEDOM, FRIENDSHIP, FOOD AND FUN - OUR ONLY BUSINESS  
 

Having read that, we don't really need to throw out the philodendron. We can sail along as we have, 
enjoying our relationships in their various forms and functions. How-
ever, we will be paring down the scope of our audience. Linda has 
been trying for quite some time to turn over the newsletter to some-
one, with no results. As a consequence, the January 2020 issue of the 
Redwood Bark will be our last formal newsletter. The local people 
will be maintained on an email list, which will be made available to 
them. Through email, we will be receiving notification of planned 
events or changes, as well as our weekly breakfasts. If you want to 
sponsor an event, plan it. If you have a suggestion for a breakfast or 
dinner, or would like company for something you are attending, add 
it to the calendar. The who's and how's of calendar maintenance are 

to be worked out in the near future. 

If you are a California UMCI member and are interested in receiving the newsletters from the various 
States and Provinces, you may contact them through the in-
formation available at UMCI.org, or you may contact me 
through my personal email, ijoyl@sbcglobal.net, or my home 
phone, 707 443 7607, and I can get you connected. We aren't 
quitting, but rather stepping back to enjoy the final chapters 
of our lives in other manners of our choosing. 

I wish you all happiness, health and love in 2020, and remem-
ber to take the time to feed, water and nurture yourself, your 
friendships and your philodendron. 

Joy Lindholm 
Happy To Just Be Alive! 
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Editorial: Seattle has some of the most dangerous road surfaces 
for riding a motorcycle on during the winter in all of North 
America 
 
It's that time of year again. You know. First the rain, then a 
freeze, then the snow and before you know it—there's potholes 
on every block of any major street in the Northwest. 
 
True? 
 
Well, that all depends on two things. How a city maintains its roads throughout the year and whether 
they do effective pothole repair. Seattle scores a fat zero on both fronts, making it one of the most 
dangerous cities to ride a motorcycle in in North America during the winter months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So here's what's going on: other cities, such as Shoreline, Washington, just to the north of Seattle, 
don't have nearly the volume of potholes because they take proper care of their streets. During non-
winter months they use a process called crack filling to seal any cracks or fractures that have occurred 
in the road surface recently. Seattle used to do this, but has not applied the practice citywide annually 
in well over a decade.                                                                                                                                 Continued . . . 

The above repair on this Seattle street has failed due to lack of tack sealing and crack filling when it was 
originally made and in the years since. It will soon be the next pothole on Seattle's Greenwood Avenue.  
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With proper tack sealing and crack filling the seams and cracks are less like-
ly to allow water to penetrate under the pavement when it rains. 

This section of 125th street will be sure to get the Pothole Rangers busy in 
the not too distant future. Proper tacking of this area would have limited 
how much of SDOT's proposed 9 million dollar 2012 budget they would have 
to spend for what will now become a huge repair project if not tacked. 

A simple example of this is to drive Greenwood Avenue north from 90th 
Street North in Seattle to the city limit at 145th Street and note the extreme 
number of potholes and repaired potholes along the way. Also look for Tar 
Snakes, which are where the process of crack sealing was used to seal new 
cracks. You won't see many tar snakes, just the ones left over from days 
gone by, most of which have failed by now. Riding a motorcycle across this 
surface could be compared to riding through a field of land mines. 

Now continue north, following the road to the right as it becomes Westminster Way. You have now 
entered the city of Shoreline. You'll note the number of potholes and pothole repairs diminish im-
mensely and the number of visible tar snakes goes way up. 

With Seattle pothole repairs, look for the use of tack sealing around 
the edges of each repair. You won't find any. The city's Pothole Rang-
ers don't have time for that. They repair each pothole as quickly and 
ineffectively as they can and move on the next one. The problem here 
is that without tacking the edges, the next time it rains, water enters 
the pavement and the edges begin to show wear, often within just a 
day or two of constant rain. What the Pothole Rangers repaired last 
week goes back on the list again for repair. 

Above - Proper tacking procedures used in Shoreline on this potential pothole kept it from opening up 
after the recent Northwest freeze. The new crack in the lower right is nominal and will likely be tacked 
over this coming summer. 

Is this efficient? Apparently Tom Rasmussen and Peter Hahn of the Se-
attle DOT and their managers seem to think so. 

We don't. 

In 2011, Seattle's Pothole Rangers repaired 25,110 potholes. The question is, how many of those were 
repeats based on not tacking in the first place? The 2012 budget for the current process is 9 million dol-
lars. Can we tack and cut that budget by, say, 25%? Surely tacking now would allow for future budget 
cutting. 
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Above—Shoreline: A pothole that was filled several years ago was properly 
tacked around the edges and has resisted opening up as a result. The small 
fracture near the bottom likely won't worsen this year and will be tacked 
over in the summer.  

 

As one road worker said—"There are three ways to fix a pothole. Quickly, cheaply and correctly, and 
each type of repair is done differently." There's no doubt, tacking adds extra time on 
and costs more money, but the payoff is not returning to the same pothole again 
and again. Is it cheaper to fix one pothole properly once, or to fix it again and again 
and again? 

Above - Seattle: This pothole repair on Greenwood Avenue was less than 3 weeks old 
when it was photographed this winter. Because it was not tacked, it is already begin-
ning to wear away and will go back on the list of holes to repair in the near future.  

If you don't live in Seattle, take a ride around where you do live just to see how your 
city fares in proper street maintenance. 

If you spot a pothole it's always a good idea to report it to the local road depart-
ment. Seattle prides itself on having it's own phone number (684-ROAD (7623)) and 
email (684-Road@seattle.gov) to address pothole reports. 

Above: The start of another pothole in Seattle, note the ancient crack sealing applied years ago but 
never maintained.  

The city even has a live map online so you can see what potholes were recently repaired and which 
are up next. The sad thing is, those shown as repaired are a clue to where the next ones will be. At 
least until the current repair procedure changes ... 

mailto:684-Road@seattle.gov?subject=Potholes
mailto:684-Road@seattle.gov
http://web1.seattle.gov/SDOT/potholemap/


11 

2020 - UMCI Events 
Washington, Idaho & Oregon 

Jul 20-23, UMCI International @ Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada 
                  Prairie Oasis Campground, See Registration info herein. 

Please Register Early 

Aug 7-9, North Cascades Campout @ Twisp, WA (W. Fork Rd.) 
                Loup Loup Campground (Map),  Register upon arrival.  
                   Dennis Parsley, email: dparsley63@gmail.com  

Sep 10-12, Season Finale @ Douglas RV Park, Douglas, WA  
                    Gordon & Jan Dale, email: flhrdr17@gmail.com  
                        More info to follow . . . 
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Apr 25-26, Spring Banquet, Connell, WA  More info to follow . . .  

Jun 25-27, Washington State Rally, Location to be announced . . .  

Jun 12-14, Idaho State Rally, Kamiah, ID  More info to follow . . .  

Aug TBD, Coos Bay Campout @ Coos County Fair Grounds 
                  Myrtle Point, OR - Chris Williams, 541-404-5286 

Sep 4-7, Oregon State Rally @ Tygh Valley, Wasco County Fair Grounds 

                  Ben Altman, 541-993-9015 

Dat
e 

Adju
st

ed
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen/recarea/?recid=59317
https://goo.gl/maps/h3pgGv1kGeX1Cags7
mailto:dparsley63@gmail.com
mailto:flhrdr17@gmail.com
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Seven UMCI members got together on the desert in Arizona. One would expect to be getting a sun 
tan when in Arizona, but some days, it's just way too cold.  Good thing for fires and blankets. 

Pictured are Dennis and Vicky Hill who came from Montana.  They lived in Moses Lake when I met 
them. Claude and Lucy Johnson are still with the Columbia Basin group.  Richard Hentz from the Spo-
kane chapter now travels full time in his beautiful motorhome.  Steve Close from Prairie City, Oregon 
had a hard time starting the fire since it had rained on our fire wood!  The pictures were taken by 
Mary Nordby, also of Prairie City, Oregon. 

The sun finally came out for a few minutes! Next year we'll try to pick a better weather day!  
 
If you come to Arizona for the winter, let us know. We'd love to have more "Desert Rats" join us. 
 
Wherever you are, ride safely and take care. 

Desert Travelers Alert 

   Mary Nordby 
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2020 UMCI International 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan 

 July 20th - 23rd  

 

Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan is where the 2020 UMCI International Rally is being held.  
So, come one & come all for an exciting Rally on the Prairies. 
 

Aside from Dry Camping, here are other camping options. Reservations for the fol-
lowing are only available at Prairie Oasis Office (1-800-854-8855 or 1-306-692-4894) 
 

Tent camping dry $25.00, with water & power $ 41.00 per night 

RV sites, 30 amp service, $45.00 per night 

RV sites, 50 amp service, $47.00 per night 

Motel: 2 people 2 beds $91.00 per night, 4 people, 2 beds $97.00 a night 

All the above rates are plus GST & PST 
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2020 UMCI International Registration  
 

Prairie Oasis Tourist Complex 
 

Corner of Hwy #1 & Thatcher Drive East (955 Thatcher Dr.)  
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, CANADA 

 

JULY 20th – 23rd 
PLEASE REGISTER EARLY 

 
NAME _____________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME _____________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________________________________STATE/PROVINCE ________________________ 

Travel distance from home to Moose Jaw, SK = __________ miles 

Email:     Anne @ anne_o@live.ca or call to 1-403-308-5899 

                Linda @ umcisk@outlook.com or call to 1-306-591-0602 

Registration per person :                         (US to Canadian $$$ conversion info) 

         Prior to June 30th, $10.00, after June 30th, $20.00 .  .  .  .    X  _______ =  $ ________ 

Banquet per person (Thurs night) .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .  .  . $25.00     X  _______ =  $ ________ 

Tent Camping per night (dry: no water or power)  $26.25  X  ______ nights   =  $ ________                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                  TOTAL      $_________ CDN Funds 
Registration, Page 1 of 2 
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mailto:anne_o@live.ca
mailto:umcisk@outlook.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dpte0nhjdszarhe/Canadian%20Funds%202020.pdf?dl=0
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T-Shirts:  Order your shirt from shop.connellwa.com/collections/umci-washington  

 
                                       Please complete Registration ASAP, it helps us manage space requirements.  
                                       If registration is received after June 30th, 2020, banquet is not guaranteed. 

Make money order or cheques payable in Canadian Funds to: LINDA HACK 

Mail Registration to:  Linda Hack, 2720 Robinson Street, Regina, SK, S4T 2R6 

NOTE: This form is for Dry Camping Only.  

Call PRAIRIE OASIS (800-854-8855) for RV Reservations, cabins, etc., ASAP for best availability. 

I/we do the undersigned, hereby declare that I/we will not hold the United Motorcycle Club Inter-
national responsible for any loss, damage or injury that may occur attending the 2020 International 
Rally in Moose Jaw, SK 
 

Signature _____________________________________________________________________ 

Signature _____________________________________________________________________  

 

  Other Information:   Hotels within 2 Blocks of Prairie Oasis 

  Best Western  (0.3 miles)   
  Address: 350 Diefenbaker Drive, Moose Jaw, SK S6J 1N2, Phone: 306-972-3334 
 
  Ramada Moose Jaw  (0.3 miles) 
  Address: 379 Diefenbaker Drive, Moose Jaw, SK S6J OC1, Phone: 306-693-3050  
 
  Quality Inn & Suites  (0.4 miles)     (Formerly:  Suburban Extended Stay Hotel) 

  Address: 323 Diefenbaker Drive, Moose Jaw, SK S6J 0C1, Phone: 306-972-7829   

Registration, Page 2 of 2 

2020 UMCI International Registration - Continued  

IMPORTANT 
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http://www.prairie-oasis.com/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.68030.html?iata=00171880&ssob=BLBWI0004G&cid=BLBWI0004G:google:gmb:68030
https://goo.gl/maps/y8CNU7ZnZS1MdQN67
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/en-ca/ramada/moose-jaw-saskatchewan/ramada-moose-jaw/overview?CID=LC:RA::GGL:RIO:National:46460&iata=00093796
https://goo.gl/maps/HLL1xqPz6fdt63pL8
https://www.choicehotels.com/saskatchewan/moose-jaw/quality-inn-hotels/cn998?mc=llyxcncnnbl&pmf=canada
https://goo.gl/maps/J8tBQZEyuTnCsPDt6
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Honda Goldwing Seat 
From 2006, 1800 Goldwing • Very Good Condition 

Manufactured by Russell 
Asking $170.00 

Contact:  Gary Miller @ 541-670-8221
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So
ld
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2009 Starlight Cargo Trailer 
Cargo box 2½ x 4 (approx.) • LED Lights • Cooler 

Call: Vern Chance • 541-980-4011 • Leave Message   
The Dalles, Oregon  
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2006 Honda SilverWing Scooter  
Exceptionally Clean & Well Maintained 

22,773 Miles • Asking $2500   

Contact: Bob Hoxie @  541-926-5112   
email: robertphoxie@gmail.com 

Albany, Oregon  
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For Sale 
2008 Honda Goldwing GL1800 
Navigation System • Heated Seats • Heated Grips  

Lots of Chrome • Nice Bike • 40,375 miles 
Asking $8500 

Dick Burnam, 208-362-4260  
jusfun02@cableone.net  
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For Sale 
2004 Honda Goldwing Lehman Trike 

Fork Rake Kit • Running Boards • Air Deflector  
$17,000 

Jim Walker • 928-276-9165   
Yuma, Arizona 

New Price 

$16,500 

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 7, Issue 02 February 2020 

The WASH 



21 

 

For Sale 
2010 Harley-Davidson Trike 
9800 Miles • Asking $20,000 

Contact:  Jan Ward • 509-488-5862 
email: wardhj09@gmail.com  

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 7, Issue 02 February 2020 

The WASH 
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UMCI Representatives  

David Fitzgerald, Editor 

UmciNewsWash@gmail.com  

Monthly Breakfast Schedules 

Columbia Basin Area, 2nd Sun. 
Inland Northwest Area, 1st Sat. 
Okanogan Area, 1st Sat. 
Seattle/Puget Sound, 2nd Sat. 
Sedro Woolley Area, 1st Sat. 

9:00am, Bob’s Restaurant, 1807 E. Kittlestone, Moses Lake  
9:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 6 N Pines Rd, Spokane 
8:30am, Contact George Penner @ 509-485-1922, for current location  
8:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 132 - 128th St. SW @ I-5, Everett  
9:00am, Bonnie Joe’s (Hometown Café), 818 Metcalf St, Sedro Woolley   

509-531-1942 
509-531-1942 
509-238-4677 
509-238-2341 
509-485-1922 
206-914-2147  
360-766-6603 

Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Charlie Crane, Spokane, WA  
John Fast, Spokane, WA 
George & Willie Penner, Okanogan, WA 
Irene Blanes, Mountlake Terrace, WA 
Duane Wood, Bow, WA 

International Representative 
WA State & Columbia Basin Rep 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (1) 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (2) 
Okanogan Area Rep & Treasure 
Seattle/Puget Sound Area Rep 
Sedro Woolley Area Rep 

Freedom, Friendship, Food & Fun 
Our Only Business 
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